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The HGH Employee Christmas Party was an 
elegant evening for employees to attend with their 
spouses, friends and co-workers. The party was held 
at Genetti's Hall of Presidents where 386 employees, 
doctors, guests, auxiliary and board members 
attended the event. 
Following dinner, Mr. Moore welcomed everyone 
who attended and thanked them for a wonderful year. 
HGH Employee Activities Committee, who planned the Christmas Party - (L-R) 
1st row - Lisa Anderson, co-chairperson; Barbara Kalena, advisor; Rosemarie 
Michalesko, co-chairperson; 2nd row - Jennifer Bachman, Keith Culp, Martha 
Ciekalsky, treasurer; 3rd row - Barbara Massa, Mary Lou Kurtz, secretary. 
(L-R) Lisa Anderson, co-chairperson of 
the employee activities committee 
presents Laura Cisar from the Hospi-






door prizes. Some of the prizes included: an $85 gift certificate for two at the Comfort Inn; 
dinner for two at Treetops Restaurant; CD/Stereo Cassette Recorder; AAA Keystone Auto 
Club; $50 gift certificate to The Ovalon/Close Quarters/or Powerhouse Restaurants, and 
many more. The big prize was won by Tanya Gillette, physical therapy, which was a video 
camera and VCR. 
The party continued on for an enjoyable night of dancing with the band "Night Moves." 
When the band took their breaks, they played a tape of fun dance songs including the 
Electric Slide , Macarena and various country and western line dancing songs. Several 
employees who belong to the employee activities country and western line dancing club, 
showed their moves throughout the evening. Also, we were lucky that evening to have the 
Blues Brothers, Leocadia Prawdzik, M.D., and her friend, Patricia Duksta, put on a perfor-
mance for us. 
At midnight, a continental breakfast was served. All guests received individual HGH 
clear glass mugs filled with hot chocolate mix. 
The Employee Christmas Party is just one of several affairs provided by Hazleton 
General Hospital and planned by the HGH Employee Activities Committee. The members 
of the committee are Rosemarie Michalesko and Lisa Anderson (co-chairpersons), Barbara 
Ann Kalena (advisor), Mary Lou Kurtz (secretary), Martha Ciekalsky (treasurer) , Jennifer 
Bachman, Keith Culp and Barbara Massa. HGH thanks all of you for volunteering your 
time to plan this special holiday event. (continued on page 2 ... ) 
(. .. continued from page 1) 
The Employee Activities Committee tentatively set a date, 
December 5, 1997, for next year's Christmas Party at Genetti 's. The 
next employee activities meeting will be Friday, February 7 at 2 p.m. 
in the HR conference room. They will start to plan for the Easter Egg 
party. Everyone is invited to attend. 
(L-R) 1st row -Rosemary Urillo, Joan Bove, Lee Ann 
Hamilton. 2nd row - Edward Leechak, Mary Anne Leechak, 
Rosemarie Michalesko, Tim Michalesko 
(L-R) 1st row- Joan Deekan, Evonne Fulton, Dave Fulton, Jackie 
Ferko. 2nd row - Mary Rose Andrejco, Cheryl Curcio, Tony Curcio, 
Lori Shewack, John Brown 
Employees, spouses, auxiliary 
members and co-workers enjoyed 
the festivities of the evening. 
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February 11 .................... HGH Auxiliary Donut Sale 
February- March .......... HGH Auxiliary Easter Basket Chance Sale 
March 18 ......................... Women's Task Force "What's In The Cart?" 
10:00 a.m. (Giant Supermarket) 
April5 ............................... Women's Task Force "Babysitting Basics Class for Teenagers" 
9 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
AprilS ............................... Women's Task Force "Developing A Personal Stress Management 
Program"- 6:30p.m.- 7:30p.m. 
April 16 ............................ Women's Task Force" Basic 1st Aid & Safety for Infants & Children" 
6:30p.m.- 8:30p.m. 
April16 ........... .. .. .. .... .. ..... Women's Task Force "Keystone Job Corps Health Fair" 
April 19 ............................ Community Ball at Edgewood In The Pines at 6:00p.m. 
April22 ............................ Women's Task Force "Growing & Cooking With Culinary Herbs" $5, 
10:30 a.m.- 12:00 p.m . 
April28 ............................ Women's Task Force "Adult CPR & Heimlich For Choking Victims " 
6:30p.m.- 8:30p .m. 
April29 ............................ HGH Women's Taskforce & HSJMC Womankind will offer a 
"Reflexology NeuromuscularTherapy/Tai-Chi" seminar at the 
Holiday Inn at 6:30p.m.- Watch for details 
Pre-Registration is required for all Women's Task Force classes. 
Call ext. 4945 to register. 
Welcome! 






















































HGH Employees of the Month 
October Employee of the Month 
Irene DelRegno, RN, an employee at HGH for five years, 
is a registered nurse on the first floor in the endoscopy de-
partment. 
Irene was nominated by a patient who stated, "Irene de-
tected my nervousness right away. She addressed my con-
cerns and answered all of my questions. She is a genuine and 
caring nurse who loves her job." 
HGH is proud that Irene was our Employee of the Month 
for October. 
November Employee of the Month 
Dina Cauley, an employee at HGH for nine years, is a res-
piratory therapist technician. 
Dina was nominated by her department who stated, "Dina 
should be commended for her courage and willingness to help 
others. She rescued a boy who was being attacked by a vi-
cious dqg. Dina calmed the child and drove him to the emer-
gency room for further treatment." 
HGH is proud that Dina was our Employee of the Month 
for November. 
December Employee of the Month 
Suzanne Johnson, RN, an employee at HGH for thirty-four 
years, is a charge nurse in the endoscopy department. 
Suzanne was nominated by a patient who stated, "Suzanne 
treated me like a family member. Her caring and attentive 
attitude, helped me to ease my fears. This caring attitude re-
mained consistent throughout my stay." 






The ninth annual Festival of Trees was held at 
Genetti 's Presidential Ballroom on November 24- 26. This year's event 
featured 25 permanently decorated Christmas trees offering guests a wide 
variety of themes and trees to bid upon and purchase. In addition, decorated 
wreaths , swags, centerpieces and garlands were available to purchase. The 
"Have a Very Beary Christmas," was the theme for this 
tree that was decorated by HGH employees, 
Sandy Cusatis, Lori Uliano, and Diane Tranguch. 
Snowflake Shoppe 
offered gift items, 
Sweetland included 
many homemade 
baked goods, and 
children had the 
opportunity to have 
their photo taken 
with Santa Claus in 
Kid's Komer. 
The Intensive Care Unit staff decorated 
this tree entitled, "A Sweet Noel." 
A new addition to this year's Opening Night Reception activities was 
"The Jewelry Tree" which provided guests the opportunity to bid upon a 
variety of jewelry items. The auction was conducted by Victor F. Greco, 
M.D. and participating jewelers included Artisan Silver, Elsen & Company, 
Fellin's Jewelers & Silversmiths, Howard's Jewelers and Musselman's 
Jewelers. 
Approximately 2,200 people attended this year's event which raised 
approximately $20,000 to benefit health care services at HGH. With the 
continued support of our sponsors, decorators, committee members, 
volunteers and employees, this event remains a success. As Festival of Trees 
' 97 will mark the lO'h year ofthis project, we plan to make some changes 
and would welcome any suggestions you might offer. If you would like to 
participate in Festival of Trees 1997, please contact the Development Office 
at Ext. 4941. Believe it or not, we begin to make preparations in April! 
Auxiliary Holiday Raffle 
The Hazleton General Hospital Auxiliary raffled off a beautiful 
Nativity Scene donated by Gene Hemerick, who is a retiree of 
the maintenance department. He designed and generously 
donated the handmade set for the raffle. The drawing took place 
on December 19. The winner was Bill Lambert, Occupational 
Therapist in the Mental Health Unit. Rose Dejoseph, chaired 
the raffle which raised $600. Drawing the winning # 
ticket are from left to right Rose Dejoseph, Rosemary 
Urillo, President of the Auxiliary, and Mary Kay 
Blozowskie, switchboard operator. 
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Joseph Laczi, M.D. (Photo Not Available) 
Joseph Laczi, M.D., graduated from the Faculty of Medicine, in Tirgu Mures, Romania. He contin-
ued to practice as a general practitioner and ENT specialist for 7 years in Romania. 
In 1982, Dr. Laczi completed his internship and medical residency at Mercy Catholic Medical Center 
in Darby, Pennsylvania. He became board eligible in Internal Medicine, July 1985. 
Dr. Laczi is an active staff member at both Hazleton-Saint Joseph Medical Center and Hazleton 
General Hospital. He specializes in internal medicine and his practice is located at the Brookhill 
Hazleton Saint-Joseph Primary Care Satellite in Sugarloaf. 
Dr. Laczi is married and has two children. 
Arman Moshyedi, M.D. (Photo Not Available) 
Arman Moshyedi, M.D., attended Franklin & Marshall College in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, where he 
received a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Biology. He earned his Doctorate of Medicine Degree from the 
University of Maryland School of Medicine in Baltimore, Maryland. 
Dr. Moshyedi completed his residency in Luzerne County at Geisinger Medical Center, specializing 
in Diagnostic Radiology. During his residency, his activities included: Chief Resident, President, 
Resident's Section and Central Region Pennsylvania Radiological Society. 
At the University of Virginia Health Sciences Center, in Charlottesville, Virginia, Dr. Moshyedi 
completed his fellowship in Angiography/Interventional Radiology. 
Dr. Moshyedi received his board certification from the American Board of Radiology and the 
National Board of Medical Examiners. He is a member of the American Roentgen Ray Society, Ameri-
can College of Radiology, and Society of Cardiovascular/Intervention Radiology. 
Dr. Moshyedi has written numerous publications which include: Pulmonary blastoma-radiological 
case of the month, American Journal of Disease of Children; Seat-belt injury of the abdominal aorta, 
American Journal of Radiology; Breast arterial calcification: association with coronary artery disease, 
Radiology; and Preoperative embolization in the management of giant truncal intramuscular hemangi-
omata, Journal of Interventional Radiology. 
Jennifer M. Trella, M.D. 
Jennifer Trella, M.D., is a native of McAdoo and a graduate of Hazleton High School. She received 
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Biology as a member of the honors 
program from the University of Scranton. Her academic honors at the 
University of Scranton included: Alpha Epsilon Delta Premedical 
Honor Society, Alpha Sigma Nu Jesuit Honor Society, Alpha Mu 
Gamma Foreign Language Honor Society and Who's Who Among 
Students in American Colleges and Universities. 
At the Pennsylvania State University College of Medicine in 
Hershey, Pennsylvania, Dr. Trella earned her Doctorate of Medicine 
Degree in 1993 and completed her pediatric residency training in 
1996. She is a member of the American Academy of Pediatrics, The 
American Medical Association, and the Pennsylvania Medical Society. 
Dr. Trella is board certified in Pediatrics and is associated with 
Drs. James Caggiano and Robert Childs of the Hazleton Children's 
Medical Associates. 
She and her husband, Paul Prestifilippo, have a son, Alec. 
ttGtt Sixth Invitational 
Golf Tournament tteld 
This year's golf tournament was originally 
scheduled for Friday, September 13; however, 
Mother Nature's sense of humor rescheduled the 
event to Friday, October 3. -ln case you forgot, the forecasted 
weather predictions resulted in a downpour of rain on 
September 13. Nonetheless, this year's tournament was a 
success with most golfers adjusting their calendars to the 
new date. We had 140 golfers enjoying a relaxing day of 
golf in early-fall weather conditions at Edgewood in the 
Pines Golf Course. Yes, it was a little chilly out on the 
course! Due to the continued support of our sponsors, 
participants, and employees, this year's event realized a 
profit of approximately $9,400 to benefit our Health Careers 
Scholarship Program. The Seventh Invitational GolfTourna-
ment is scheduled for Friday, September 12, 1997 at 
Edgewood in the Pines. 
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It is time to party in New Orleans with 
the administration staff which includes 
from (L-R) Karen Collins, Andrea Molino 
and Melanie Zacharias. 
The employees at 
Hazleton General 
Hospital know the 
fun of dressing up for 
Halloween. Take a 
look at some. of your 
co-workers below. 
Can you guess who 
they are without read-
ing the caption be-
low the picture? 
New Inservice Program 
is Implemented 
Have you seen AMIE in your department yet? She has al-
ready visited departments on the second floor and will soon be 
heading your way. AM IE is the new de Medici mobile education 
work station recently implemented for mandatory inservice train-
ing, and is an exciting new way to review those "same old sub-
jects" required for annual training. 
The new program has six modules to be completed: Preven-
tion of AIDS and Hepatitis B in the Workplace, Hospital Fire 
Safety, Back Injury Prevention, Electrical Safety in the Hospital, 
Working Safely with Hazardous Materials, and Preventing Tu-
berculosis in the Workplace. Each module takes about 10- 20 
minutes to complete, but don't feel rushed- work at your own 
pace. 
All you have to do is enter your Social Security number (new 
employees may be asked to enter their name if it is not on file). 
Then enter the number that most closely describes your job, 
and you're on your way. As you complete each module, the date 
will automatically be recorded. And just think- you can com-
plete your training right at your worksite- 24 hours a day. Do 
one or two modules at a time, or all six if you want. Called away 
before you finish all six? That's OK- just go back when you can 
and do only the ones you weren't able to finish. You'll find AM IE 
friendly and easy to use. By the way-let the Education Depart-
ment know how you feel about this new way to do mandatory 
training. 
Congratulations to joAnn Havrilko, head nurse, 5th floor, 
who was the winner of tlie "Name the Computer" contest. joAnn 
selected the name ')\MJE" (pronounced Amy) because the ini-
tials stand for Annual Mandatory Inservice Education. For sub-
mitting the winning entry, joAnn received a $50 gift certificate 
from Laurel Mall- just in time for some holiday shopping! 
Nancy Matyas, dietitian, 
is dressed up like a 
Hershey kiss. 
Who's that girl? It's Mimi 
from the Drew Carey Show 
or Christine Buliano from 
Patient Accounts. 
It is Snowhite, the seven dwarfs, and the 
mean old witch! (L-R) ICU Staff: Carmella 
Pretti, Peggy Rolland, Diane Higgins, 
Barbara Breiner, Heather Reese, Dave 
Hirko, Lee Novotnak, Matt Karpowicz, and 
in the front is Donna Devala. 
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SIXTH ANNUAL RED RIBBON The Greater Hazleton Health Alliance, Hazleton General Hospital and 
Hazleton- Saint Joseph Medical Center, helped to keep the roads safer this 
holiday season by providing free cab rides on New Year's Eve. The sixth 
annual red ribbon "Save A Life" campaign, took thirty individuals home. 
For the past two years that HGH and HSJMC have worked together on 
this campaign, we have helped over 60 individuals get home safely. Both 
hospitals displayed red ribbon signs throughout the hospital and HSJMC 
also provided red ribbon signs to their satellite offices to increase commu-
nity awareness. In addition, Sunshine Cab Company and local restaurants 
and taverns were supplied with the details of the campaign to promote 
within their organizations. 
The free cab fare began at 10 p.m. December 31 and ran until 6 a.m. 
January 1. The local areas that could use this free service were Hazleton, 
West Hazleton, Drifton, Freeland, Conyngham, Drums, Weatherly, Beaver 
Meadows, and McAdoo. 
The Greater Hazleton Health 
Alliance and Sunshine Cab· 
Company joined together to 
support the "Save A Life" 
campaign. 
(L-R) E. Richard Moore, Vice-
President, GHHA and President/ 
CEO, HGH; Bernard C. 
Rudegeair, President, GHHA 
and President/CEO HSJMC; 
Jennifer L. Bachman, Public 
Affairs Assistant, GHHA; and 
Andrew Dulina, Manager of 
Sunshine Cab Company. 
The 1996 United Way Campaign was a success! We raised over$ 7,800 for the 26 
member agencies of the United Way of Greater Hazleton. This is the second highest 
donation that Hazleton General Hospital employees gave in the past 5 years. 
The Hospital showed their support for the campaign by providing a gift certificate to an 
employee who pledged at least three dollars per pay period via payroll deduction. Nineteen 
employees were entered in the drawing. Our congratulations goes to Jean Gurnavage, 
patient accounts, for winning the $100 gift certificate to The Ovalon Restaurant. 
The 26 member agencies survive because of employees like you. Thank you, again, for 




The 18th day of October was 
recognized as National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Day. To honor 
this day a special ceremony took 
place at Lobitz Catering sponsored 
by the U.S . Postal Services and the 
American Cancer Society. 
Together, Hazleton General 
Hospital, Hazleto'i!-Saint Joseph 
Medical Center and area physi- · - - - - - - - - - - - - - · 
cians participated and supported this memorable event. HGH 
and HSJMC provided medical information and free give-away 
items, while physicians explained preventative care against 
breast cancer to over 100 community members. The most 
treasured give-away items that were won by two community 
members were a gift certificate for a free mammography. 
The Women's Task Force added a special addition, "Story Telling 
For Everyone," to their schedule for the 1996-1997 calendar year. 
John Lease, M.D., author of Cecil and Cecil 's Journey, read both 
books on December 11 for about 70 children and 40 adults. Every-
one enjoyed hearing the holiday readings. 
Young Boy Is Saved 
... By HGH Employee . . . 
Back in October of 1996, you may remember reading 
in the newspaper about a little boy who was attacked by a 
dog in Beaver Meadows. The boy was rescued by one of 
our employees here at Hazleton General Hospital, Dina 
Cauley, RRT. Hazleton General Hospital is proud of Dina 




Best Wishes to Mary Ellen Petrovich, staff accountant, who was mar-
ried to William Cortese on December 23! 
· EMERGENCY ROOM • 
Congratulations to Karl Bruns, paramedic, who is the proud father of a 
baby boy, Matthew. 
Congratulations to Joe Shott, RN, who is the proud father of a baby 
boy, Michael. 
· MEDICAL RECORDS · 
Congratulations to Lauren Stanziola, who is the proud mother of a baby 
girl , Rachel. She was born on September 30, 1996. 
Lynda Lewis, coder/abstractor, successfully passed the Accredited 
Record Technicians examination offered by the American Health Infor-
mation Management Association. 
·PHARMACY · 
Happy retirement to Paul Smerkanich, director of pharmacy services! 
HGH will miss you. 
Joe Caputo, director of pharmacy at Hazleton-Saint Joseph Medical 
Center, will assume additional responsibilities as director of pharmacy 
at HGH. 
Dave Pogar, former assistant manager of pharmacy, is now the man-
ager of pharmacy services. 
· RADIOLOGY · 
Nancy Buehler RT (R) M.S. attended a seminar on Competency 
Assessment for clinical support services. 
Kim Louis RT (R) (M) Dark room technologist attended a seminar on 
Radiographic Chemistry and Artifacts. 
Trish Sones, radiology, and Larry Kreisher, laboratory, attended a 
seminar on "Management Problems of a technical person in a leader-
ship role." 
Amy Moleski and Jeannine Miller attended a seminar on "Quality Issues 
on Mammography." 
Best wishes to Tim Michalesko, nuclear medicine, and Rosemarie Wurtz, 
personnel, who were married on September 27. 
· RESPIRATORY · 
Rose Bertula, Rebecca Novy and Yolanda Moldaven received their 
certifications as respiratory therapist technicians. 
The following departments observed their nationally recognized week 
and/or month for their department: 
October: Dietary, Materials Management, Pharmacy, Physical Therapy, 
Quality Assurance/Utilization Review/Infection Control, Respiratory Therapy 
November: Data Processing (MIS), Diabetes, Operating Room, Radiology 
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Lunch 
Monday, January 27 
Heart Failure: Use of Medications 
Stephen Wolk, M.D., F.A.C.C. 
Monday, February 24 
Total Knee Replacement 
Daniel Lovrinic, M.D. 
Monday, March 31 
New Managed Care for Seniors 
Joan Warner, Senior Choice Representative 
Monday, April 28 
The Aging Eye 
Nicholas Barna, M.D. 
Monday, May 19 
High Technology in the Future of Medicine 
Joseph Zitarelli, M.D. 
Monday, June 30 
Trends in Type II Diabetes 
Daria Komishock, RN, CDE 
' n Learn 
Monday, July 28 
The Latest in Breast Cancer & Genetics 
Stanley Yamulla, M.D. 
Monday, August 25 
How Age Effects Anesthesia 
Mark Rutkowski, M.D. 
Monday, September 29 
New Surgical Instruments 
Clark Gerhart, M.D. 
Monday, October 27 
Radiological Aspects of Breast & Prostate Cancer 
Donald Patten, M.D. 
Monday, November 24 
Selected Topics on GI Disorders for Geriatrics 




• The Lunch 'n Learn lectures are held in the Office and Education Building (former nurses' residence). Parking is 
available in the front and rear of the building. 
• A buffet lunch will be served at 1 I:15 a.m. for $4.00. Each program starts at 12 noon. It includes a one-hour 
discussion followed by questions and answers. 
• Registration is required the Friday before the lecture in order to insure your reservation. 
• To register, call the Public Affairs Office at 450-4945. 
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